Our 2009 had many ups and downs, as usual.  The ups were very very good, and the downs were very very down.
We’ll start with the last day of 2008, when our litter of 5 was whelped on New Year’s Eve.  Their multi-titled mother, Zephyr, was out of our (Juls and I) last litter w. Dec 2002.  There are three spotted brindle boys and two self brindle girls.  We are growing four out.  The one at Juls’ house, brindle girl, Morgan, took a point at her first show and won a group four, BBE, which was awesome, since she was only 9 months old.  Her brother, Robin, took Reserve at his only show, so that was good, too.
Sadly, in February, I found my darling little Sterling dog dead in his usual sleeping place.  An autopsy was inconclusive; they found nothing wrong.  I am still trying to get over the shock.

My good friend Anne gave me a puppy last fall, so it seemed as though it would be a good time to bring that puppy home, so Jay and Natalya met Nancy James in SLC to bring home Tulane.  Tulane was almost 7 months old and already 30 inches tall!  What a guy!  He’s been a great healer of hearts though.  He went to two CGC classes and passed his CGC at 10.5 months old, got his JC at 14 months, and his RN at 15 months, plus he’s earned ASFA and LGRA points too.
Natalya has had a good year showing.  She took a Best Junior at a match with the Terror in April and Reserve Grand Champion Showman at the Canyon Co Fair.  She also took reserve Junior with Francesca at the Western Idaho Fair.  She entered Rita in pre-novice obedience and after only three weeks took third place out of 14, and there were only 3 blues in that class!  She also took a third placement in October at the AKC shows with a dog Juls and I bred, Tokai, which is very good because it was the first time she ever shown him.  Natalya also made the grand champion cuts at Canyon and Western Idaho fairs with the birds, including showing a pigeon the first time at the latter show.  Her costumes included a school bus with her chicken Dottie in it where she got 4th in a very hot contest.  Her poultry in motion dog costume contest was Francesca as Wile E. Coyote, complete with acme rocket, and Rita as the Roadrunner.  They got first!  Natalya also was 5th in Round Robin at Canyon County, which is Seniors and Juniors combined!  She won junior RR at Western Idaho so was not eligible.

Natalya was admitted into the gifted program (Advanced Learning Program) at the Idaho Virtual Academy this year.

Jay climbed a couple of mountains this year, but really enjoyed making it to the top of Cache/Independence (Cache: 10,339 ft) peaks over in the Albion Mountain Range.  Cache Peak is the highest peak south of the Snake River.   It’s a beautiful hike with several glacial lakes and a pretty view.
Jay’s REALLY BIG news of course is that he is graduating from Boise State University on December 18th.  We have a new Bachelor’s Degree in the family!  Determination and perseverance have paid off.
Sadly, my very good friend Adrianne Marcus passed away in August.  I will miss her rare humor and loyal friendship.  She owned a dog from one of our litters so now that dog, Lacy, lives with us.  She’s one of our Rally Novice title earners this year, along with the Lytle’s Tokai, who I borrowed.  That’s three RNs at one show! Wow!  A lot of work.

My big brag of the year was that I won the first Parent Poultry Showmanship Contest at the fair.  There were 20 parents and I showed a pigeon!
Jay and I celebrated our 15th Anniversary this year.  We bought ourselves a beautiful 1969 Chevelle, so we’ve been having fun with that!
We hope this find all well and blessings for 2010.  Love, the Millers.
