Hi everyone!  We are hoping everyone’s holidays will be wonderful this year.  We have had an interesting 2008, to say the least, some of it good, some not so great.
Natalya is doing well in school and in 4-H.  She passed her ISATS with great scores.  The Fairs were very fun for her.  At our own Canyon County Fair, she was runner-up Dog Showman and got to go to Round Robin, where she was 5th overall, which is really good considering that she has to compete with many high school kids.  She also was in the running with her dog for grand in obedience but they missed it by a hair.  She took a blue and a second place in her class for poultry showmanship, and one of the pigeons she took was Reserve Best in Show in quality.

The Western Idaho Fair was also good to her.  She took Junior Grand Champion in showmanship and a blue and third in her class for obedience.  She also won the Junior Dog Bowl, which is a dog knowledge quiz.  In poultry, she was Reserve Grand Champion in showmanship, which left her in the enviable position for Round Robin of choosing what species she wanted to show – and she chose dog.  And took Grand Champion Junior Round Robin!  We were so proud!  Round Robin requires the showing and knowledge of a cat, dog, chicken (or other poultry), pygmy goat, cavy, and rabbit.  Natalya and her hen, Dottie, also won second in the highly competitive poultry costume contest with a rock star stage Natalya built by herself and first prize in the dog costume with Frankie wearing her father Yankee’s jack-a-lope outfit.
Natalya also competed at the Twin Falls County fair and was Reserve Grand overall dog showman.  Happily, she also got her three Novice wins for AKC junior’s this year so now she’s in open showmanship.  She won one Best Junior at the ICCKC match and a Best Junior at the Snake River Canyon Kennel Club in June.  She is also very happy to report that she and Francesca got a qualifying score in novice obedience at the AKC dog show!

Jay has finished two classes in college and is looking forward to graduating, maybe this spring.  He painted his Civic car so it looks very nice.  His big accomplishment this year was climbing Mount Borah, the highest peak in Idaho!  It took 8 hours to get to the top and 5 hours to get down.  It’s a rough hike but he did it.  He also got to go paragliding up at Sun Valley and enjoyed that a lot.

Corrine has been busy with the dogs, as usual.  She took three dogs to the International Shows and received three International Championships on Tokai (co-owned with the Lytles), Rita, and Centime.  She and Hartly competed for and got their Rally Advanced title and one CD leg.  Zephyr, co-owned with Julie, made us very proud by getting her Gazehound Racing title in TWO WEEKENDS!  Corrine judged two AKC matches and three fairs (Elmore, Payette, and Twin Falls County) and continues leading her 4-H Club, Lone Star.

Corrine is proud of her West of England Tumbler (pigeon), Toast, for taking champion West at the show.  Natalya, of course, had to do one better with her West by taking Junior Reserve Best in Show.

Sadly, we lost three Borzoi this year.  Centime, who was ten, died in July to a possible aneurism.  Hartly was 9 ½ and very healthy until she developed radial paralysis in both front legs and had to be put to sleep in October.  And very sadly, Matisse, Corrine’s baby puppy, died very quickly in November of torsion of the root of the mesentery (not GDV), which is 100% fatal and kills as little as 5 to 10 minutes sometimes.  These losses have been terrible to bear.  Helping us through the pain of loss was an unexpected gift from Dick and Dee Hanna, a Smooth Fox Terrier named Choo Choo.  He was given to us in October.  Little did I know how much I’d need him in the weeks that followed.  He’s very cute and quite funny with his terrier (terror!) attitude!

We wish you peace and joy this Christmas and New Year season,  May 2009 bring you all of 

your desires and hopes.
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Jay, Corrine, and Natalya Miller
